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Guerrilla 
Sent Back 
To Nicaragua 

ByJohn M. Goshko * *'* 

'' . Wumngton Post Su.fi Wrttef. : < 

The 'State " Department; 7 ! 

* shaken by a yöuñg guerrilla 
ñghter’s succesy in embar> 
rassing the Reagan admin-T| 
istration’s efforts ta prove ? 

- Nicaraguan and Cuban ín--- 
‘ volvement in 'E1 Salvador;? 
hastily ' sent' hínr home tö;v| 
Nicaragua 'yesterday ~and 
began stüdying ways to re- 
pair the damage to U.S. Cen-H 
tral America policy. ; " 

Orlando Jose Tardencillas 
Espinosa r 19, caused a fiasco^ 

: of potentiaHy historic impor- 
tance Friday' wheh ]LJ.S : of* 
ficials aUowed him. to . talk 
with reporters in the ' belief 

■ he would support the admin- 
istration’s case. ' Instead, he 
recanted éarlier! confessions 

; made in El;;Salvádor r . said 
they had been forced from 
him by torture_aínd death 
threats, and déñoünced thé 
' U.S.-backed Salvadoran gov- 

■ ernment 'as “cnmmaT 1 and 
'“fascist* 

The admjnistratfon, facing 
t a frésh storm ; of ; questíons 
f ! about the ‘crédibahy áridjwis^ 

7 donti>fit& r ac^0^reáicw;^ 
putting ; th'é ' maxíniunr : pc«r? 
f sible distahce. between/itseir' 
’and Tardencillas,Vwh6 hadl' 

/ been a prisoner , in E| ‘ Sal-r^ 
vador_ sinca. his ‘ capturehyE 
; Fovemment'" forces' théfé* iirL 
January,,.im^i 1 

Atvapp4yxnately .3 a.m.'i; 

'i yesterday^'Srate Depártment ^ 
officiáls türn*ed;hiin over ItoTJ 
. Nicaxaguán t^Ambassádor'i; 

' Francisco Fiátíw; áfter a few, Í’ 
j houré’ resClím&assy officialsV 
; put Tardehcillas/áboafd á* 

1 commércial-flight on tha firstVe 
! leg of his jouméy to freedom 
‘in Niairaguat-^ 

.J~? ’He léft;behmcí a"situatiorr-i| 
: that-'oné- depártment offidäl/'; 
;privateljwijae9cribe<P.,íasíií'aíj3 
i.state- ot tiinn^^fií)<)u^;what;fä 
tcan.be donánow 5 to gét bacKi^ 

/v\nr“ *L‘Á' 


THE WASHINGTON POST 

14 March 1982 

public support for its Central Amer-; 
ica policy of portraying Cuba and 
Nicaragua as the agenta of a commu- 
nist threat'to the Westera Hemi- 
sphere. V \ 

The Tardencillas interview had 
been intended as an important el- 
ement -in; a step-by-step drive, 
launched last week, to overcome es- 
calating publíc * and congressional 
concern that President Reagan is 
leading . the United States into a 
Vietnam-type situation in E1 Sal- 
vadorZThe administration’s aim is to 
convínce the public that it has solid 
evidence 'td-document its-charges of 
communbt r interference ' in • Central 
Americá^pqiirig^a threat to Ü.S. in- j 
terests^^.'- j 
; But the official, who asked ñot to 
be identified; acknowledged that the 
misfiré ; *caused fc by. the. Tardencillas 
interview^-'“has left 'us; sufficiently ; 
shaken that we can’t ignore the pos- 
sibility of our jcredibility being at 
stake. Right now, we just don’t know 
whát we’re going to do next” ^ 

; ^There is no predisposition to 
r. panic • and : cave; in r w he said., We j 
:: have^ scr inuch : stuff* thatr we feeU 
leaves absolutely no doubt about 
• Cuban and Nicaraguan aid and di- 
; rection for the Salvadoran guerrülas. 
But there aré big problems about 
when touse itand how to use it* - 
He reiterated the contention, ad- 
vanced ' repeatedly by Secretary of 
State Alexander M. Haig Jr. and 
•other senior officials, that most of 
the administration’s best evidence 
cannot be made public because it 
would compromise , ‘Tintelligence 
sources and t damage Washington s . 
ability’to collect infonnatíoñ in the 
future.vf^Vf t 

: “OuT' problem > that we cannot 
and will : not release* this 'stuff,” the 
official continued. : “So : we ? have to 

look for other material that we can 

give to the püblic and that wiU make 
the same case on which öur policy 
judgments are baseA.-Tñen^when 


, you do put out informatíon and it 1 
turns on you iike that,guerrilla in- : 
terview, there’s a real risk that your 
whole case, including the informa- 
; tion that you can’t make public, wiU 
be discredited.” 

His comments underscored what 
has been a frequent lament of policy 
makers in the national security area ' 
since 1961 when President Kennedy, 
relying on. what turned out to bej 
faulty inteüigence advice, launched 
the aborted Bay - of Pigs action;l 
against Cuba. /.t\ ‘ ; 

In the intervening years, situa- 
tions such as the Vietnam war- and 
the * Watergate- srandal^have made , 
Congress and the pubUc increasingly 
unwilling . to accept; the ;word and 
'actions of the inteUigence commu- 
nity at face value. That has caused 
an increasing problem for officials 
who must rely on intelligence data to 
make policy decisions and who then ; 
find their efforts to justify these de- 
cisions hampered because they must 
: keep much. of the intelligenc& sgcret 
,or becausé whát they : can'make pub^ 
lic often 1 involvés inconclusive infor- 
mation subject to differing interpre- 
/tations.-;^*. 

■ President ' : Garteré i -learned 'that 
when hia administration’s charges 
about Cuban interference in the 
Shaba province of Zaire arid the 
: buildup of a Sovíet brigade in Cubá 
/'encountered widespread . sképticism' 

* about the validity of the intéíligerice 
•;on which they were based. ;%,si 

.Underí President^Reagan^; > the-i 
‘problem' Kas .become^even r more’ 

; acute because of his admiíiistration’s 

• stated intention to restoré the influ- 
t'ence arid préstigé"öf U.Sí'ihtelligencé; 
jagencies. That, .coupled with the ad|] 
5 ministratíon’s • pehchánt?'för /toughM 
’ soundirig 'Cold ;.War'4rhetöric, ; has 
/subjected ^ it / to | frequént / criticism 
jfrom , its 'opponénts 'Jthati jon/'somr 
j East-West issues-^uch jí/asv^ré 1 
réharges that the - Soviét Üriion' ándj 
(its allies have used chemical'warfarel 
;in Afghanistan and Southeast Asia-^1 
LitS i public assertío ris; Have' gon e fur-1 

ther than seems justified by the pub-ij 
r licly available intelligenceLi^^ á^íg ' 1 
.V That has beéá espedaiíy trué.of- 
f.the' controversyover.thé administra- , 

|twnV^t«tián-*t^^‘eeh6án 

tAmerica situation is párt of a glpbaL 
coMu^t ronspiracy to áin control] 

"' SíáSiJsri.'iiVflii ’ 
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